


The following is a replica of the
Diary that
1*' Lt Robert E. Woods
wrote while serving with the
8™ Air Force, 306 Bomb Group,
369 Squadron during
World War 1L

Plus additional documentation
of his Military Career.
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SECONDARY ATuAL
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PRImARY




”Méa’w& No. 9
7 TAN: /945
B/ELF/ELD GeR
/27 /ol I Z7ire
i AP /4

&T. POWERS | 17, PLerece'S co-
Plro7, BRovGNT ¥ 287 Brex 7s-
DAY. HE€ 3540 Pleree GOT
¥er w e deap BY A
O(€CE€ oF FrAK THe Sz oF
WoR TS7  He ODtep RlanT
AETER THSY AQwoeD. LT
SHo € MARBER SATS WHEN THEY
QET Hiwm oN ANeTHER. mUSs/an
(T wibt BE A Cocwd OAY tn Medi.
HE WENT To TH< Hos Py7AL -
W€ MEOER SAW HIM AU4iny. NE
wAS PERCE'S BomBARDIER.

I FTrew «wrH it DENToN
o  TopaYs RAIp. NuBBerr
(5 BCing cCHecken o7 AS 3
SQUA DRIV  (&ARD.I FrEW FHAK SHACK!

WE M7 A4 RAIVROAD BRIDGE ¢
MERR Bl'eLFleLd GER, IN THE REART



0 THE ﬁ#oQ Bs?76R AKmow To
¢S As FrAKk HAPPT UAkLeY!
LieeDd oP To (7T'S Nf\me,BUT

DUE To A SoLcp CLou O LATER
(C WAS [WNACCCRATE. TH&

GrRoOP ARAM4ECAL Los7T oncE SHP
A Few o/~ sor SHPS wERE
(‘(’CT‘ Bur

ALL CAME Howee.
TEWPER 70RE AT Bom BN

ALTTUDE wAS 27°fBscocw 260 K.

o B FoAD— /7000 LB Demes,
PRo PPCO SALVOD.

7 LAS Surs TrRECO Tonuuy. |
T SAex AT /830. |

COMPARATIVE S/iZes 9/ DeMoL s 7romw Bompgs

]
'
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(COBienvz, CER.

//‘i'y/; I Zeme e
7 A0

@ NTERED ENEWmY COAST INEAR
ARKMAAR, HohLAND ~ CRoSSED THE
2UVIDER 26 € Aandl TeRNED SouTH
AT .7°30" 70 miss 7H€ OSNABRGtKk
FAAK, WE€ KEPT ETAST OF HApay
VAKLEY, WeEAL ouT or RaNlUE ok
THER Gorws, L SAW A B-ry (R
Chow MG 7HE LVALLEY, T WAS GeTr
(MG CuT UP PRETZS BAD - H B
BIRQS wWE&NT powN wWHILE WE
WERE PASSING.

No  Frak wAS Ecoonrerep
OVER THE TAR(eT.

WE LED THE HWH SQuADRW
Fob. ThE FRST Trme =s00Y

CE€L Ny wAS keo BT on Re-
TuRN To BASE — w(TH BA2Zg poyy
Te THE GRounD. -LANDING wWAS THe!
RovidesT PART OF THE mrssion.
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FULDA, GER.

Uoht Time
/ 79:40

BoMLEN, (ER., BUT ORDERS WERE
76 Bom 8 A 7ARGWET oOF oPPor-
TUMNILTY (€ BoHLEN WAS CLo5ED
(M. NeT ONLY WAs THE PRI-
WMARY TENK: TENTHAS PBor 7HE LeAp
ol HCGH SQUADRONS Milcey
Gl G CQuIPTMENT BECAMSE
(NOPERAT(UE . W &€ weERE LEADING
THS Fow , 50 WwE TooR OueR
o LD TtHe GRoo P ,
THRoUGH A TH((K HA2E 7MAT |
WENT V@ To 3345 o000. 0aR
MILICET SET WASN'T worrin
S0 Wekl eME”R | Bout Fovany
THE Townw ofF EFULPDA (&R
APPEaRed (M THE MuKeY SCoPe,
W& oPened Bom B BAYS ol

ORsPPEP . /0/500 LB DEMOS.
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AO7Z/enDokr,  GER.
/(/74(‘ 7{/_-};14‘
84z
% RIEFING AT oKo6. WE Toolk ofF
AT 0650 awk e&apep For THE
BlG SYNTHETIC otk PAANT AT LoT2-
KEMDORE, ({ wv&S SouTH oF MGERIE-
BoRG. | ®Lew (o-PhhoT Fon Lr
ROLETTE el wAS LEADINE THE
Hea S QuADRON.

ABeeT (2 GReupPs w&NT (¥
ON THC(S TARGET. To M AKE Fure
TH(S SANT wevtpP BE our FOR
THE  PRemA(n0ER. 0F THE wWAR.

ALTITODES YVARIED FRowm
tG000 uP To 7000 €T wWE
WwERE AT 24 Loo F7. THE BLpn
WAS woRKing uP e pown
THE SCALE —~ (T wookD START
BREAKyG AT (5 o0 s f WALK
v To QA§o00s, ol Prenty o
(T w&€ GoT PLENTY NSAR
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JMISSES ~ Fow COhD HEAR ol
Feck THE S RING e Tlmp
witenw A BuRsST H(T CkeSE,
7w o e & L2 e TFETS (A€
TEHRoatH OcR 3QUADRIN LIKE
§ TREAKS OF LiGHTEninf F ol
ToOK oWy Twa FaR7TS (AN THE
CReoupP ANeap o0& vus . e\ €
FORTRESS Rorcied o0v€R on 1T's

BAacl. w—& SPucr Seo STRAIG KUY

Daws = I DIDNT SEE Any CHUTS,

W€ LoST THE o7HER Tcewo
SQRUADRONS el CAME HowE
AONE.

w e BANpITS ARE RePortep
(N THE AReA , 7HE 5 QuapRon'S
Renrrr ©CLY A T(HT BORmATY.
T&eY TRy To Pur 7HER (wing

TP v TEHE NSKT 3M0 PSSt
Co( DD .

ws HAD A PTew Hores
(N THE SH(P, MoTHcang 56Ri005,

(T SACK AT 2100~ VERY
T(QRED-
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830

LI CARLED THIS "manssion No 128~

(No'?' TEAT (‘M1 S'UPCRSTrTrQUS,:) BuT I
DION'T WANT To TAKE ANY cHan(es
WEe weNT To HaePY UArtef
CA0AY AfTER AN orL $TaRAG € Domp
LT was TE~ TenTHS Gl THHE
FRs7T ( Ruo DION'T 7RKE, So
W€ MAKE A 2360° el TR T
AGa(n~ ETLAK BY THcsS Trme
wWAS G0 THICK Tou CourD THX]
O (T. (€ koS7 OME SiH¢P-

3 oTHERS GaT HcT BAp., 2
TOCGLER sk 2 RADIS W€N

ARG M THEe oS PTAL .
o0R  UResP (& THE 2ThAIR
Bree; ¢ CHierF FTLax Bm‘r)
WEATHER wAS S0 BAD cedf

kas So Low, weg BRokE VP THe
URoo? @l CAME IN ALONE
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RAUEN, GER.

Jlght Cime e
/0. 00

QWETHNGC ME€w HAS BEew
ADDED! OuR BomBING ALT(TUDE
To0AY WAS THE LowesT (N OoR
WSToRY - 7He §74 Bomeen 17’5

TARGeTS AT (2,660 €T
W€ ARrREe QviING PATTONS

BTADO ArpmYyY A HAND~ HITT/n(
Cs MM UCATioNS , RALLS, BRIDUES,
el RoADS, ENERY Town AS
FAR AS $ou Coulp SEE€ wWAS
Blaz (k. ( SAw ONE «RauP
DRaP O A TowWN=~ (T SE€EMAED
To ((EFT 0F& THE (RounD, THEN
WE€INT P (N SnaKE,

P-5/°'S Gor /v A Tvear RUHT
VINPER o0uR GRes P~ ONGE P57
WwEMT Powv o TIRLE- (Mo €HTE -~
s Boopees Gev THE TR,
e Blzw vP. 7ge lirrce TReends!
7AKE GooD CARE oF vS Bl TR(ENDS”
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HAGEN, GEX,
///7/;}’ T e

£/0

Lto‘? UP TTHLS A.M. AT o600 -

BRiEFeD AT OIS FoR ANeTHER
oL Dvim P AT HAaLeN (ER
Toolk O0FF A7 rroo. LEET
EMUWUsH  ConsT AT 1300.
THCS wine BE wmY LaST
McsStoN  4s  Co-PitoT. | wAS
CHeckcEd ouT TesteroOAY as FIRS7
t FLEY (T 7 Bowire? Toss)
W€ LEO THE Hcer SPUADRON.
WE€ wADE AN INSTRUMENT
RON on THe 7ARGeT, WHRLCH
\S ON THE €AST Si1D€ ofF 7HE
RHUR vALLEY. wmEprom el [(u-
ACCORATE FTRAK; SLIGHT MmALE,
TGMPER.TURE l(-‘?’Be‘LouZ,eRn.
BomB LoD  &/000m DeEnos.
BomBInG AT 26 0vo FT

SQT MTTeRSOIV, guR xiIngER, FINSHED
To0AY, He PRowmISED To (AnL LavE.
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Dor7mono . CeR.
/df?/}’ ' Tinee
YA Y

FThew AS FRST prror - I pon:7T
HAuE A CREwW of MY osww AS
%e7m T CHECKED ouT 4 BRAND
MEW CRE&W , SANDINA wWAS My
co- Pikor,

| MADE SURE 7iey Knce w
WHAT To DO fewul Toon oF& A7
(OCH6., WE€ (RSSED IMTa ENEMY
TERR(ToRY |IN HohLAND @l 7doK
A Cooups€ BR DoRTMmoenD.

THE ANew Boys wemre O.x.
ONATY THETr Keo7T ASkinc ¢~
THHBE  GLACK Purrs WiRE TLA K« Ties
S0 FBewd o0u7 e WATCHeo
‘T TRACK A SHrP - GRAD VALY
Qomatic CLover . FIinNAVLY (T
WALKEP RIQUWT uP 7o 7He terT
Wi o TooK (7 OFK ~ (05 Mim
TR (S Rouv(H., ~7We¢ SH( P WenT
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INTO A FRAT GCRAXEYARD SPIN- we
LoNTep 3 ENUTES BEFRE (7
WENT (NTo 7ZHE Chlovps.

THes  FRAK  SO(7 el HElmeT
SCEMm N ERY HEAVY awf v -
COMFORTABLE , VNTILL Yau ¥ €€ Some.
THIKG - LK€ THAT THenNn (T GeTs
&S LGHT AS A FEEATHER - & oypn
Bic TLAK HeLmer Feess Like A Dergyp
IOME TTimes VO LiRe 7o HAuE
QULLED (7 DowN 0VER Wt SHowpeps,
w(T TS7 MY Feer SHKING ouT

ALL O0uR BomBs wENY ou7
ok Lwdd THES RADPIO WAN QuUE
TAE worD 7THAT THe DooRS INgee |
CLo5¢€0. ( BREATHeD €ASIER, 1T's
ALwAYS A RelieF 7o GeT 7497
LOAD o©F T T ovwT OF THE
SAHrP.

weE€ LAnNDEpD AT /70%.

HogBlcte maoe CR/P7TAmN
7oA. HE REARLY DEYERUED (T

I wonnér How 7HE Forks
AT ome ARe Oo/nG— | FEeL
A LITTCE LoNESSmE ToaNleyr
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SWinemunpe, Cee,

baht Dinee
//0-?;5

,BREAKFAST AT 0300, BRi&FINL AT
“o400 . |
W€ BowmBep THE pocks AT i
TH(S Bl MORTHERIV PoRT , Now
VERY BoSY TRAMSBRTING RE-
TREATING (UERMAN TRooPS Flew |
THE RuSSIAIN FrRen7, ALse THe
PoCKET (VA1 BATTLESH/P “A9miRAL
SHEER ‘waS (N THE MARBOR.
TAIKE ofF wAS AT o702, ,
OuRR CoouRSIE wAS Acpsss 7Hs |
NORTH S€A- ou€R DenNmarK ,DUE |
€AST To AN I.P. IN THeE BAtm‘
9€A. OUR Bowm B RuUN wWAS oN
A HEADING OF (Yo"
T wAS FrRoaw £Frve~ 7o |
TS ~TENTHS ApL THE wAld &~ ‘
ik’ COUMPLETL T CocsRED 0UER|
THE TAR GeT. |
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W€ ArL KpNeEw

L& T7HAT BAT77CE-
SH® wWAS Down T7ZHERE (T wovip
THRow UP SowmE WMEAN FELAK-

Gdl THE TrRsr (rRevp OVER
CAQUUHT (T~ “7HEY Los7T 3 SH/RPS
BYT THEY 570 PPED THE Frak-
THEe OUNDER CAST (WAS AT (2000,
THE SmekE TRowr ovr HIB Boit-
€D UP THRooqH (T =¥ Rarten

OVT O TofP+ BLAWK ShokE,

MEANING oL, wmAYBE BAT7(E-
SHIP" oL

ONME |eoco LB. Boma B8 HMHON(

(N oeR. RAKS - THE 70GGLieR
CL(MmBED ©u7T ON THE CATwALK
Cendd TROPPEL (T wi(TH A PAIR
OF PLIARS. I Dow'7 AlkE 7o
ARND @7H PomBs (F 7THeF
ARE HAnwnG DPANGUERoOSLY,
THCS WAS MmE forcGEST
M(SSconN. (7S No FoN Freyr
A ©csco (8. Forr /n FoRmMATr on
PR 16245, [CE Go7 BUsTers
Y 7. HAD - AkL  OF ©5 HAUE,

uP

Aad THIS OXKTGEN WMWASK ALMmoST
ORIVES Too CRAZY AFTER B HouRS ok 1T
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HILDE SHEIM, CER.
LGAT Timee
4G s

NOTHER Lows ALTITUDE MISSION.
I DONMT LIKE (T THIS Low - THE
HLUUER T7HE BET7ER FoR ME.

CWE wWEeNT IIN AT (z2ooe F7-
TARLET wWAS A JE€T AIRPLANE
FACTORY. ALL “THREE OF ouR
SQUADRONS MmaDE PERFeCT HITS.

YERT LLUHT FrAK =~ AT 7THrS
ALT(ToDE | DoN'7T SEE MHow THer
MSS EO — BT (o SHrPS wERE
LoST FRoww THcS (@Rsep.

oo R (00 PounDERS RIPPED
THE FAToR S 0PN eenl 7a6e
(NCEYD/AR] €S €T ¢7 oy FeR2€ -
Stcon & ABEiocr€O P 7, Faco €7

ALL 7He T8¢ wueeLs”
wERE PRovD Of THe Resuts,

L Go7 7HE SeCono CACSTER

7o ME AR meodl Tooay
WEATHMER waAaS @, A.v. v,
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ZOSSEN, GER.

Cohl Unee
/ﬁ9-'?*_’.'/

TLER'S N(GH CommAND HEAD-
QRUARTERS (o7 (7 7opAaY. 'T
WAS LoCATED IN THE SmaALL
TownN oFf Zossew, A Few
wiLES FTrow BerRLIn. Y
OTHER GRoypPs HT T Bes/oes
LS. WE (eVELED TWE FLACE.

ENCOUNTERED FrAK Qorny
(({ Gedl CoOmimMG oo, BUT
NOoNE ocuveR THE 7TARWET- A
hoCkYd FERRIE GumnneR Firep
Tweo DBURSTS ~ 7HE LAs7 BuRsT
KT A B2y DiReeT~ Arl THAT
WAS LEFT wAs A BALL 0F Smexe
e TRE ... N& CHOTES.

T HonTER wAS Releasen
FRowe THe NoSPITAL TopAY. He s
BEEn (v TR o weeks wiTH

A BurSTe0 ECARDRLUWM . He'sS O k.
ak READPF To Frr AwAsn.
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RHINE — GER
JSUIRE Ume
7 R0

L
?HE BiG BIRDS T7ook 7o 7HE
wikp Bluve AT o020 THrs

AUORIVIKG .
HAD A SAHIRT EAST Miss/oN,

DoMPARED “Zo Som¢ IN¢'GE
Becw GeTring.

(7 S&CHes THAT THE JETS
b LS. /57 ‘S HAave BsEw
Cevine Monwzy A hzzee
TRoLBLE WwHLE KMe's Gezrimg
READY 720 (AsH Acress THE
R nE (K20 T RHUR. THsT
WERE IPERATINvG oFc A AR~
FIELD /N THE NoR7H NAMED
RUIN(E _ ik (u¢& CARReD ©CT
AN ORper 7o Ger o oF
THEA ~ W pirD, COMPLETELY.

MY  THP  DIpatT Do ANT

PH7S¢CAL DAMAGE o THE

A4z




&0 - [/ woRrep ofc Trte VloRgee
L CARRLED NICKELS ~ No7 THeE
AmenrccAn % ceny Pleee -~ Buy
SURRENDER (CAFLETS <l NEwg.
PAPERs Teii/ng TERRIE wWHAF
THFE S CRE WwAS el ASKing
Hear Za  CASN (v (HeS @ HePs.

TTHEHE ReEST oF THeEe GRouvp
CARR(ED 38 PFACKS oFf Sprqiz
ANTr PERSonEAL (F'QA-Q mEen7 -
TATON) BornBS. ODTHER (Royps
CARRIcD /000 Povnoels, Wwe
WORICED o/ THE BAPRAKs Al
FRAK BATZCR(ES el TS
0P PPcp o 7HE RopwayS,
Greinte 7HE Erewp An AL
ARovnND (o0 D PLASFERInG.

TAAK  WAS ALGHT ~ BuT

AFTER WE DROPPED THefr Quir
ALTe GeTHeRr FIRIN( &L RN
To THER Mores., AFTER wg
THE Heqor BormBers, Fzmsiieb,
P-5('S (WENT IV ol 7rRACESD
wHaA7 <«wAas LEFT.... MARK prr
o€ LuFEwacFs TFieLp.
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720

NOTHER NAZ2I WEADRUARTERS
H(T THE DUST T7HrS L oRNING,
THeS 7TIimeg (T WAS ON THE
WESTERN FRONT., (LL BeT
Wwe SCATIERED NAZt “moRNING
REPRTS” 0ULER HALF ok (ERMANY,

TARUET WAS FoCATED N THE
REoR | BoeT NoT7T THE ELAK wE
EXPECTED ccAmeE up - THS RS
Pok ine( t T BACK. oME of
THESE DAYS we'RE GoinG To
(&7 HIT/INSOME UIEXPECTED cewsld
UNCHARTED FrAK AgeA. THesSe
Qons ARE PIlLING UP Some-
wHeERE IN (.le’le.ﬁflf"‘ el S 2
Dosen'7T Kaow (wetere.

We ToRned ofE THe TARGer
(X A HeErrSH G6° GANK~ Bu7
JUST /N Trése € - Tde Celote
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SK Y Soo TArRps Arenn Bersr
INTo FrRE cCieal SHokE- 7€
CRovP  AHEAD HADN'T TURNED
OFE  TFE Roin Sdenw €NoviH
e wAS  OQoGHT M THIS
BAcK DEATH - THAcIR  SHrPrBetasys
PECkrnG o7 ofF TFORMATION Lipe
SICK FZ/€¢S ~ Soune€ BuRn/NG,

S0ue e JIVUST  SPIRLInG DOwnN WARD.
FooR wewnNT bow N, BeForg

A CHANCE TFTOR E€VASIUE Aeow
Cous O BE TAKEN FRown Twis &muu,a
20E OF 2uvR SH/IPRS LANDED
/N FRANCE ~ 2 CNGrnes SAor
ocy. Tiwo o7THERS HNHAD one
ENKCIwvE OL7T~ Buy THer
CRacc I u7H THE GrRoup
MACLONAYP . TG. , MoNTER
IFRATIE |, 70PINSK I ¥ LEOPOI D  wERE
WITH WmE ToDAY. THer Awre
O e CRew. SoPINSKr ¢S
M SAY. ke C(EDPILD nef
TokGlicer, MAC PoNAFD IS MY
Co.pie7— He's 4 Good PlioT,
KobPE ¢ Ge7 72 AseP Hrac.
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COESFELD, CER.

PLE Ziiree
174

REAKFAST AT o0Soo, BREFIN( AT 'ﬁ
0600. WE WENT To THAT D—0
HAPPY VapLeY AGan. T wisH |
MONTY woutD HOURRY auwdld CReosS |
THAT RHINE e Po7T 7HAT l,
FLAK (€57 outr o0& 7HE wWAR.

WE BomBED A MARSHALLIN(
YARD AT CoesSFELD, HeLPing To
(SOLATE THE RNOUR SO (T wirk
B €ASieR ToR WonNTEGOMERY |
T T7AKE T.

WE SAw AQno7#ER V-2 Rocker |
Bowi B8 LeAve HorrAnp. T HAven'T
MENTron €D 1T BEFoRE, Bu7 w€
VSVALLY SE€ 2 oR 3 RUERY i
TlimE we Go OUER ~THERE. ‘f"u!
CAN'T SE€ THE [o<KST (TS€AE, |
TJos7 ¢(T'S Conw 7TRAIL~- A 7THrer
WHITE ST7RPE ACROSS TINE SKY,
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STRAIGHT UL~ 70 miLegS. w& Akways
| MADE NoTES OF (uMERE THey -
CAm € FRow — S50 7H#E mEOicms
Gl FGNTERS
el SHosT

S(TES.

JERRIE TR(€EO 7o ORIVE us
OFE 45 ULsSuvAL, BuT7T THE B
CAS BrRDS CANT BE $STopPPED -
SOME Go Diwv -~
SToPP'Em, As
o7,

CovhD COWME OveER
VPR TAE/R LAvneHing I

Bu7 Zou (Apny
He Tinvapy Fvbmo

HaLe oF o0¢R BoweBS DIDN'T !
Go OUT WHEN THE ToGGLIER MiT|
TUE Switefh~ 1 AAD 7o DRoP'eM |
FRowm 7Tehes cmeResnes S5Aive |
SW(TCH (N THe CotkP7. € |
PRoPPED JXo SECHNDS LATE.
A Plece OF F+AK HAD
CL(PPED SOME WIRES (IM THE

Bom BARD€RS ConTron Phocer .

Go m Bk AL Tope 2 6 osce.
TEMP. K9* Below 2e&RO,
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£

AD TOo CALL 1N A DO€LAY OF
TAKE oFfF FoR pya'y SHIP, BomBS
WERE NOT Covu PLETE LY LoADED.
W€ TooK off 3B mMminoTes MTE .
00R URouP WAS ASSEMBLING NORTH
O0F PARS OUER A [RADIO Bumewer,

So MINKUTES AFTER T7AIKE OFF
LARRY CAKLED awel $4(p THe G-
BoX el FCADIO Comu PASS WAS OUT
wE KO BEEN On (NUSTRUIMENTS
S/ NEE€ TAKE OFF, [ ioanT “Awxr
T ABoR7T S0 T Toiso Ao
o Dp Hes Bes7T 7o LR uUS
Te TTHFE RENDEZVowS PolnT w €
WeERE A7 /3000 F7 2k S7is
o Srcar o6& A BREAK (X THe
WEATHER

WE WERE PR(ECED To BomE

BeRii -~ onces JARueT I ANTED
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To Hi7. BUT THE wWAY (7 lookes
Now { (woubDN'7T MAKE T
/ CoutD HNHEAR ovR (RBoup {C(eaper
TErEING THE HGH cewd Low
S@LAORONS N€& (wWwAS  LEAVIN
THE AssemBLY Poin7; a-L I
HADNW'7 Cré~y BROLEN OuvT OF
THE ouveERCAST 77
w € NON'T Know EXACTLY
WHERE (v € WERE, SO ( Tord
THE CR&w To LeET € HKwow
(E THey SPo77¢0 A QRouP wien
wE QCAME OUT oE TS STuRE |
w€ BRokKEe our AT 20,000 FT |
I SPOo77&0 A GrRovP CIRCLING
A7 2 o®lock LEVEL ABooT 5 my |
Adway ¥ HeApep TFor 7HEM ;7
(ST ASHL7HT Fer A B u BRD |
7O AE woworing ARounD UP
THSRE , BAwDi7s Likke mMEAT Like

7 AAT.
TH(S GRove Dion 7 Fey

THhe SAme FoR MATON AS 0uR
GRoo P D19, BT L 5€77Zeo
(NTo A PostTconw INET To
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A SAIP THAT AS Feyrxe ABovg
THE LEAO ELEMmEvT O Thrcs
SQUADRON. HE meST ANque JosT
$Po77E0 ME~ FoR ScCDoENLE
S  GoNs Saovace OLER o ME,
Z whAs A STRANGER, ceok’ HE
WANTIAKING AnY CHANCES Oon A
VERRIE SACAKInG IN el PICKING
M oFEE , AS KHAsS HAPPEMED I
THs PAST.

L Cockon'T mAE Rapro ®on-
TRAT w7H Hiwmm ,p0R 3€7Ss ARE

ToNED HECERENMT [FRowa 7&K& SRD

DIV, wwHtCclH wAS S ovrEeT.

HE puesST HAuE CALLED Nr§
LEADER , BECALSE THErR Raving

HEAD MAN OAME P sl Gave |

m&E A oxes oueER - HE mesT
HAVE IDENTIEED ¥ /mARKINGS
Al wAS SATISFECED., THE GCoi
NEXT o ne& PoklLEp Hrs
GeXS OFC (el CLERF7THCAF
wasS o0.K,

TLAK wAS Heauv T, Buvr we
M ADE LT BACK wiTHouT @as5vALTiES,
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light Uime
‘5 ?8'.{.'_?

aUT OF THE SACK EARLIER THAIY

EYER THIS MOoRN|ING — __ BREAK—
FAST AT 0100 awd BRIEFING AT
0200. Some ofF -THNE BoYS GoT
I FRoM THEIR DATES TLST /N
Timg 70 MAke BRIEFING.

PRIMARY TARGeT, IF VISLAL,
wAas T2 B ouR oLD FRIEND
KUTZKENDORE AUAIN. |IF THE
PRIMARY wAS CoVERED, awel 1T
wWAS we WweRE To HIT THE
MARSHALLING TARDS AT HALLE,
TUESE YARDS WERE Fukt oF Roll-
NG S7oci< HEADED FoR THE €AsT-
ERV FTRONT,

We HAD A Lon( HWaRD

CLM B~ PurrtN( 38" MANIFOLD Press

e 2300 R.P.M ALL THS WAY

|
|




I WAS SweATInG ovT Wy ENGInes-
THE BEs7 FRcenwdS A mldns Go7
whew MHE'S 5 pites vP awl
300 MILES [N OLER ENEmT Lines.
wgE o7 Too CLeSE To MER.
SEBUR( Qorn (G 1IN el Go7
CLePPED BT THSIR FrAK.. ONE
OF OuR SHMHIPS Go7 N7 coul’
HAp —7o —7ToRwN BA4ck. 0J0R
SQuapRen WULON'T Oe7T THE RUGHT
INTERVAL FoRr 7HE BomB Ruy so
Ww€E WADPE A 360% TorN _ OFF
To TAE SoorH TEEC LTTEE
FRIGNDS  cu crE MAUIKE CReuBLE
w (7 So0mE JETS WHo were
TR 7IKe 7To Ger AT oS, Toae
NEUER SUCSEEDED, THANKS AGAin
T O McSTANG ESCoRT,

(7 wAS ABour Floe-T&n7ys
OCER (HAKLC - ek’ FRAK wWAS
(VAR URATE — Mo o€ Lr ST
Do . BuT TS 0F CLOSE OWNES,

w€ ToolK ofFc LATE AGAIN, Due
To A ErAT TIRE~-7THET CAoeEe ¢S A
THIP w(THOvT Bai TeRReT G s,
WE TJoiMeD ouR GRov © AT THE (0AST

&F



S idaine No.25
KIEL, C£R.
T APRIL 1945
/liaght lome

Fﬂls IS THE FIRST TIimg WEULE
BEEN YSCRUBBED ol FLEW A
MusStonN, ALL N THE SAWME DAY

WE weEre P THIS A.m. AT
0100 . BRIEFED ol (L ERE READY
o Go ovT 7o ouR SHIPS wHEN
RED- RED FLARES BRoKE THE
EARLY wmoRNING SKY we Purt-
€0 ofFe 00R FLYING GeAR cesl
HeT THE SAEKS AGAtv AT 661S.

THET GoT US UP AGAIN AT
OG5 dwl ToLD us THE wEATHER
WAS BETZER OVER. THG 7HRGET-
coedd THEY W€ wovkD TAKE
OFE AT /ot%.

w€ Chtm €D THRoouGH ONE
TRonNT cee K ouerR TMHE Tof oF
AMoTHER . (U EATHeR (UAS C¢LesR
QUER T7HE weS7ERN COAST OF

54
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CER NANT s DENMARK-. Bor (7
ClovDED VP QGCArv. ov ER 7THE
TARGCET 7 BSCAmE EIGHT- TSNS
S weE D€ Crocl To pzrRk€ A
Mmcee”r Ron on (7

oN THE BowmB Rouwn ,

g 2 /
BRITISH  wosQuiToes (raw € PAst

US el LET Qo we7H TSR
AOAD  OF CHAFF. TS IS Kntown
As A SCREENING FoRCE. (T
HeLPs 7o RATTLE THE JeERRIE
FLAK CGONNMERS coowl ZHSIR
RApAR EQR OIPTMENT.

loo CouiD 3€€ 7€ CHAFF
e THS FrArx PUECFS Fortow-

1AL I T Downr - BorT o AN
ook JERRIE FToR JTUST So Lond.

WeE Mmus7 HAVE MADE A BLuger
SPo7 IN HtS [CADAR scoPe, FoR
THE Biack Puofrs BESGAIn Muil-
RoomING ARovnD 0SS ~ 7oo ClesE,

THAE SHrP CAve THAT Gro
TAmLiaR LYURCH, hike A JIGH OF

‘_P-euer, AND THE T7OGCGACER CALCED
BomaBS Awa¥”

$5



WE MADE A Siow 180° Tupw
TO THKE RUIGHT oFE THE TARGeT
e DOvBLED BACK. wE€ Gor
A Good View o osup wWoR K,

O7Her GRouPS WERE DRoP-

PIMG o THER Aiming POINTS in
THS MGUTT GERmAn PoR7

DoCIKS, (wAREHoLS €S, MeR CHANT S HIPs
Warcl MACHINE SHNoPS weRe Qoing
UP (N BILLOWSE OF S moxeE — FilRes
STARTED, 0THER E€XPLosIONS RoLLED

007 OF Tde PBPorring WRECKA e,

TTLE P-T7. BoATS weRE RuN-
NING ou7 o —vuWe HARBOR, LiKke
FTRIGHTENED RABBITS. P-5( mus-
TANGS weERE (wAITING FoR THEpy.
Ther O(uep oN FAHEM. PooR N
00T DE&RDLY S0 AL Shits el
(VCENDIARIES (NTo THEMR HuLLs

OQOR (WING KoST 3 SHps-
NoNE TRowm oum GRoupP. A
VERY SUREsSFUL wasSion .

COMING }fOME, WE LET Dowwn oOVER THe'
MORTH SEA ] CAME BAwk under wwe
Fron7s, BARELY SkimMING THE ToP oF
WAVES. SNow Guwmd] RAv was PLENTFIFyL .

£6



v st Vo 26
HALBERSTADT , GER.
8 APRIL 1945
.:-';'3.’-:5--.1 /é74f zme
o Yot »

) ﬁdi BREAKFAST oF THREE HoT-
QRAKES AT 0300 TH'S jmoRNING
DIDN'T SET7TLE RI(NWT,

T DD 0.K. WHILE (WE WERE
ASSEMBLIN G . BuT ABovT HALF
wAY THeERe I Ferr Likel HAD
SwARLOWED A Dozen o0R So Burree-
FLIES, o 7T¥e ) wAnTED To
Comn€ UP FoR AR,

ON THE BomB Rewv, oF Asrc
RLACES, I T ReAcHed (T'S CLimAX,
T TokrD MAC To 7AKE oOuveER-I
PurkEQ OFF MY FLAK HELMET,
avwd AS BomBS wen7T Acoal.
I "TSSeDd M7 Coskre€s, “THlAnK
GoD 7HUERE (UAS K8  Elax.,.

WwE IMAPE exeeuemr MHers on
THs RALRoAD TARD.... sl ¥
INS1DES 9&77LeD Baek -ra NoRmAL .

WeT74 mMisSion !
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Slademmn No. 27
OCRANIENBURG, GER.
/0 APRiIL 1045

/@A t Thue

/l.00

N “Tde A(R (oRPS THEY sAY
THAT WHEN You START FLYING
YouR warssions, You ARE ALLoTéD
So wmuth Loek, WHEN Yoo USE
UP THIS GIUVEN AWoONT OF Luek-
Yoo DoN'T C(owm€ BACK,

ToDAY I THINK MAC, T cud
THE REST oF WY CREW ULSED LP
06 R, ACCOUNT, el oVERDREW
ABouT A Doz2€N FTouR- LEAF-CLOVERS
wORTH ofF T7HAT Lulk,

T poN'T DBELIEVE Too WMULH INn
Hunckhes- BUT ~TH!S MmoRrNuy( FoR
THE SECOND TIiME SINCE | STARTED
ELYING CowmBAT, T PERSONALLY
o QECKED THE CEMERGENCY wWALR-
AROUND ox¥en BoTTiEs. 1 Wap
To ToRCE wn{YSELE To oPeEN 7HE
THRoTTLES, AS W€ ENTERED

58



7Ue FoG., A CokD THILL wWeENT
THRouGH mE.
CUERY THING wAs Going Frn€-
THE (REW QHECKED 1T TA L oK,
"WAST ok, "BAre ok.” RADIO oK
' el SO on UPR To THE ToGGirER
IN THE /NosE. / Cooronw'7T FT74LURE
o7 Y PECLLIAR EECCArAG,
W€ BRoks our A7 6000 €7
TUE sun wAS SHruwwing BRIGHTL)
The CiR@LInG SHIPS I THE
DISTANCE CLISSeEnED 4LIKE ©OlAmond
FLOATING X THE A/R_.FIRST

DeAST
“ren€ | ECER Thov T OF THEW
TiaT  WAY.

AS W€ JOINED THE BomBER

S TREA M ik CROSSSD THE CHANMEL,
T4 (LovwDS ~THNMNMCD OUT Al
FIWALLY ¢7 CLEARED «P ComPletelr.
BRUSSELS APPEARED OFF ouRr LEfT
WG Tee - 7HEWw CokognE cewd THE
Récnc RWER., ColoGnue HAD DBEEN
TAKeN A TE€w weeRks Alo. TERRIE
HAD BEEW ToReEED BACK FRow WS
Retow €D RHUINE sl Aocu Hrs verY

£G



EXlsTANEG e WAS AT ST7TAKE - He
HADO GAurBLED, comeld /VOU HE
WwAS LoS/ny THE HARD waAvY.
‘._fHOSE wHo KWE BY 7HfE Jt...am,'

SHALL OiI€ BY 7He sworp”

WE WCERE ForrowiINy THe
(RooP AHEad, weE WeRE " BAKER
TORRE " gR SCCoND GRou P (N opR
DIUSION. W€ WERE uSING THEM
AS OUR ENTCERFSRENCE . THe )
HAD CHOLKTERCD NO Frak o
FUQHATERS S0 00R  GRouP (vidv-
1GAToR ONodS€ 7o Follow “7HEM,
wHICH  LATER PRoOLED UERTY UN-
W(sE.

WE€ wWwERE PAST WHITT@VBoR(L
8ecTween THe FLBE RIVER ceeeld
BERLIN, S MINUTES BecFIRE OuP
L. P wden (T MAPPENED . THings
HAPPENED So TAST FRow NOw
ON T OoN'T Kivows (& 1 CAw PuT
THEM IN THER RLUHT ORDER OR
NOT.. BuT {dere (oes,

We were AT 2 #9000 F7, ey
STthe OL/m8inGg, AT T7THE ABouE

60
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Dss(TeoN, SUDDENRY o©oR SHIP
YoM PED -l kouD SERiES oF THumPs
RANG THRovGHOUT HER INSIDES - |
{ 0arred THE GunneERS el |
—ZorD THENAR To SToP TEsT-
ERING TAerrR b6onS. MONTER
CaLLED FRow THE TAIL SIR, |
WE€ AREN'T TFTiRrinG , lT}-FbAK‘ |
sl CheSE€ Too i

ANsTHER TAR s ook THE SHIP-|
IFRATIE CALLED “SIR, t THwwk ' '
Hr . Berege | Coup AnswER, THE
ENGINEER CARLED TROwW THE Tof
ZzoneeT  look! THE wHote 7AIL
oE THAT sArP TST Brew uvP!l”
AT wAS BABIN'S FHIP 04D ErAK
sHaek” ME wAS Frein 3 of
—wde LeEap eLEmeEnT, T wAS FLY-
IKG RGHT vcoemr Him v 6

Pasec 7Tro .

A BLACK FoRma WE&NT PAT ouR
®3 DRaP- (7 AS His TAIL GLNnER
STiar Horpiné Hes Gons,

7een A BLAK Loud ENUEKIED
US ol A Soond; LIKE Two H5'S

6/



WERE Fired IN m& €4rs,
ECHOED THRovwt THE CockPliT. Triing
CLASS, METAL, ae INSULATION FlLi-
€0 THe AR, Bein( BLowwn ADBoutr
BY E&SCAPIM{ oXYGen TRowm A BQuk-
eMd Lix€. mY RUEHT HAaND Groug
WAS RIUIPPED 7o SHREADS cnad
'y HAND a?--—a{i AR pm WERE 37/,
(NG +(KE A pPozewn Bees HAD |
TomPe0 (7. I SALVOED THE Romags,
THE SHP wAS AlmesT ON
(7% BACK Now -~ WEaDInNG Dowy - -
L GLAneeo A7 7THE AL7/mereR-
(7T wAS HAZET - we NAD ,oST
Booo FT ALRea0”. T PULLED BACKk:
ON THE S7TICK wITH AkL wmY
STRENGTH el ST7ARYED A 1%0°
TURN TowARD FTRI€nNDOLY +Luves.,
I KNEW T HAD No oxvaen-I
Cock DAN'T s uveRY wehi~ I
LOOKED AT mae For WegkP- HE
was (eanminl AGAINST His SiDe
winNpow, £TEs OoPENV, witTH A4
B CAPInG Mole ToRw THROGy

Hes Frak deame7. “mYy Gop,
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He's Dead!’ T Fhlocgur
W€ (WERE Dowsyw T (3000 T
Now, SG7. Pom JFKAL, 7HE EXGrne€R
WAS ouv7 o6F HNrs ToRRET P
wWAS PoinrincGg A7 TR« Feariep-
(NG BoTZons ceemy’ Hec0rpc @ P
Tiwo Frieers ~ L RArsen oP
(N T SSAT - No. Two CXGinE
WAS A LAGinG I NMFERNO, FIRE
BLaz(nG BPACK ¢LER THE wrieg,
WITH  “oo GALS OF /o6 cezAane
GAS JusT WAITING To B8€ SE7T oFF
S OpENLY wmAC CAMmE To LIFE
Ner #2 FeAazesriné Borroar-
L Jooeksd AT & 3 &XGerac, 7o
CTLINDERS W ERE [Blown FROM (T
Aadl 014 WAS LVBIAING 07 OF
THE NACELLE . |7 wASKN BuRrvin -
TET, S0 L PON'T FGATHERNOT
WtILE (T wAS Pulrrncg oor Anf
Poww ER. A7 AL . IT LASTED § MINUTES.
T Loowep PBACKk AT * Z2.mae
SThL HAEO 7HES BurTTok (n Bor
TNE Haon 77 TEATHERED TeT. THe
FTIREC wASNKN'7 AS Frerec AS (T

63



HAD BeEeEA.

No. ONE CNGINE'S W ANIFe kD |
PRESSURE READ BeTwseN I5 a&dzﬂ
30“- THE NEEDLE wAas Gorn( |
(RAZY. I KNew oOuR Sybler- |
CHARCER wASs MIT ON (T- 70 39y
THES (EAasT. |

I HAD Ru«Gen uUP THe wALc
ARou N D PoT7L&E Mow , ol ¥
UISION  WwWAS  QLERRING UP. oX'Y(en
(S A WONDEREoL THING, 5

THE CREw WAS ALERTEL
Tas PREPARE To ABAwnDoiv SHiP.
THCN, AS IV ANSwER 7o A PRA-
CYER, NO. ONE ENGNE'S MANELD
PRESSURE STeADIED 1TSELFE AT
R W& weR€ Dowwn To YoooFr |
Now. LARRT HAD Glvenw vs A
COVRSE MNowm €, coeld wiTH Tiwo |
FAI(RLY (oop ENGINES, KO. ONE
sl No. TouR, w€ STRUCK our
For FR(SNDLy LinES, To mites |
AL AY.

WE Covkpn'T HaLp ouvlR
ALT(TUDG/ THowH (b € WERE
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STACGCERING AlonG A7 /20 mP.N.
el  STrhkL LOSING 9 F7 PER
WMiN, wiTH Bo74 o0¢R Good ENMGINGES
U DE o P&y,

I TTos 0 THE REW To THARow
ALl ERur Pl &Tir oe7 -~ BApy TERRET,
RADIO CQRuUPTMLEIWT, FThax Sctrs, Atmm-
OINITCON, ANV THIAG TEFEF Caovt
PuiL LooS&E. /v /'S Py, THE
SR wWAS S TIRIPPED — Fedk U
WwERE Horo/ng auvr ALrerene AT
Joocoe &7 AT 120 M, P.H,

W€ CALLED FoR FICHTER
PRoTECrro N, ol Go7 A veeEw
IMTT7TLE FRCEwWops JAA HoRRE
THET wouvtD CaemE YP on guR
Wl 1CC, WwerH THFEIR FTALAPS Dowry .
FFr Arong A Few SeCownps,
Then PEEL ofe 7o CHEOK
A “"BoCee T TRE mesTAne Plhors
wWoUkD wWAUE JusT PeHRE THEY
Yeercd OFE, ((ReAT QoS

w€ SAw G(RouPS OF BakSa.g
B-~(7'5 PAss ¢S5 - Gerng HNowmg -

Z QCARALED o09R (RouvP awdl “Tor D
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THE LEADER JUR  S(TUATio W Sndl ThAY
W€ WERE TRYING “To wmAKE (T
T2 FRlsnoLY Lrn6s. e A ckNow.
LEDCED cel eSHED s Luck.

FARRY NAUVIGATED us ARoond
THE FrAK ARCAS (vE IKivEw ABour.
T micEs AHeAD ANOTHER B-p
wAS Lipa Pl Hom § - we FoLtLewED
Hiw s (& T7HEY SHe7 AT (Him- we
wERE T PPED oFeank (L ST AROUND THE
FLAK  PoS(Tcox. we& WERG (Now NoiD-
G ouR ALTI(ToDE AT 650 oFlce el
(22 ;v PH. AIR 5Peey,

W€ OGor To BRessers ak
W€ DERIDED To YRS 17 FIR THs
CHANNEL., Ay 7THE CHANMEL wE
WERE pDoing 6.KK.~ Sp

oIN GETIING “To
oN FTRoww onng

W€ LamBep
€neLanD, ok 50
Tow v To AnoTHER
YNTrL w& Go7T ooveRy T7THs MHowme
Ferd, THEY wERe SORPRIZ2ZED T3
s56s o3 Back . Mow'Soow s orew
CHIEF wAS VERY HAPPY. WE LANDE)D
wITH A LEFT TrLa7 TIiRE .

THANK Go0 we ARE BAck cwel glLivE
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T S7AvE0 /N 7HE AosPrrAL Tonlewr
Go7 MF HAND CLEANED 00T Ciesf
DRESSE D,

& BRouGH7T OvR SHr/p BACK,
OR |7 BRouGHT uS BACK, ANYWAY
Yov wAMNT To $AY7 ' 6 Bu7 Adere’s
Al 7(+€ DAMAGE DoNE To (7 i:
€ Yo. ONE ENMGraee HAD T°S |f

SUPEROHAARGER Blowwn auT.

W NO. Two CAhGrare BoRneD ComP- |

LETELY P No FLGHT INSTRUMENTS.
W No. THRee Enirne€ MHAL 2 Ciiin. |

DerSs KNo®kED oFF avdll 2 HoLES |

‘o ke PRoP. Ao Ork. 5_

W S/X Mores (i€ THE Cock T, 3 |

THE s/2& oF FASE BAALS !
B OXYGEN SEsrem SMor our on i

I
1

|

ReGH7T Sr2€, €-1 THoT o0 T.

W NoOo BALL TURRETr— Afls RANO
CRvIPTe eNnT. NO ApmoniT (0N,

W I Hot&S (/¢ THE SAHID ~ oNE
TR THE MAN FPAR OF
THE LEECT wonMg,

* el A VERY FHAKEY CRew.
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//mm No 28
KROYAN , FRANCE.
|4 APRIL 1945
//L At Gama
.00

VY HAND cd ARWA 1S A
LoT B&T7TTER. X ASKED THE DoC
70 RELEASE ME TFRow THE
HOSPITAL, av-d AFTER PLEAD-
I (TH 06R ERGKT SURGEON
HE CoWSENTED To LET m€ Co
BACk on 6 PERATONS.

It LooKsS LIKE WE'RE GoInG
70 SYART OQOLEANING 0OvT 7HESE
NAZ 1 PoCcKETS 7HAT weERE BYy-
PAssep BY PA77onN 1IN His
WMAD RuSH T 7HE RHINE,

THE wHHor€ €1h AR Foree
WEINT To 7H’S TARGET ToODAy-
CARRYING AvL TYPES OF BomBS,
DEMOS, | MCENDIARIES. aned FRAGS,
wE€ WERE SLPPsSEDL To BREAK
VP THEIR ToRTIFICATCONS THEN
THE Frened (yerE QCowmiling [N

!
&



e MmoP uUP.

THE Poscrrons JECRR(E HELD
KEPT 74HE PorR7T OF BorDEAK
SEWED U P e oL5€ [ESS.

OUR OQolRse LED vS OLER
oMANA BEACH wed -rde NORMANDT%
(NVASION STRI1P. NoT FAR FRowa |
r7HE Bow® eRATERED Beacw HeAD
wAS A FreLd o0oF wWLTE
CRoss &S, PRECloos (GrRooND THAT
Wikl ForREUER BE American.
our M rTHE WwATER WwWERE
0bD lAnpiny PARGES, Lsz)s
TRooP —TRANS Por7S , commsl TANKERS,
ALL weERE HALE wWwAY uNDER
7THE wATER. (Rim REMINDERS
OF 7THde MHELL THAT oNMeE Cov-
ERED THS AreA,

WE 9ST7ARTED OoUR CLHMB
el ToolMl AN I.P 10 pmilLES
oLl (I THE ATLQwTr® OOGAN,

ThAK WAS LCEHT. w€ WMADE
A Good RO Ww(TH EKCEALENT
Reserry,

mY HAND wAS A L(TTLE YTIRF
TorM(GHT.
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Missioe No. 29
LE-VERDON, FRANCE.
IS APRIL 1948

FTER THAT RAID oiN ORAN IEN-~
BURG, MAC a~dl LT STARTER Coll-
ECTING Frak SuiTs a«el FrAK PADS.
wE HAD THEMm wekt PLACED ARocunp
THE ColKPIT. WE PUKLED THE Cur.
TA(N ABoLE ovR NEADS ok puT A
PAD o \T, we PuT Sowag ON
THE FrooR awdd SAT ON ASouT
SiK.

“TO0AYS 7ARGET WAS IN THE
SAME AREA AS Y&STERDAYS, creed
FoRL THE SAwmg PURPOSE,

WE AISEMBLED (OLER PAR:IS
AT THEC SAME TimE THET weRrRs
HAVING WAEMORIAL SERNICES FoR
THE LATE PRestDENT Roos € VELT
A TINAL TRIBvIE 7o A GREAT

W AN,
we WERE BRLEFED NoOT 7o DROP
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ANY Bomas AFETER {30, FoR AT
1Z5 A (RoeuP FRow. T7THe S RO
DWISION WAS cominnh 1iv AT
Booo FT AND CLEAN uUP wHAT
WE wmALSSeD .

OuR AlwminGg PoINT wAS NAVAL
Goiw PostTionS CommAnDING THE |
PoRT ENTRANCE, (UE WERE To KNoCR
THEM ouT s0 THE WNALY |
COvLD GE7T (N CLOSE pe ol coor k. |
OVER THE SmALLER PoStTions, |

BE FORE WE CoorD SEE THE |
TARGeT wC€ cCovkp HEAR Sam g
JoeER., 1N A“most'To" GUUIN
A PLay BY PLAT AtCouUnNT. T
WENT SOMETHING L(1E T7HrsS:

“FrAK 1S S7TARTING ‘To PPl .
\L(zooo Hders LEAD QQOUP-!-"~~—

"FLAK (5 SLACKEN (NG OFF---

‘Mo moReE FrLAK... (o GeT'em |

Yankst” HE wWAS A Lim€ ~ THE
RAF. (S @.K. Tor mT Mo éET

w€ CovkONT GET Rip ofF A
2000 PooxDER -~ RACK W ALFUNCTON,
So w€ BRoovGHT (T BACK,

7/



ﬂo'a/.)céw.(, No, 30
PLATTLING . GER.
/6 APRIL |945 ;

HATTON'S 3BRD ARmY 14 RE Por7 ep
HAVING SURROUNDED WALLE ce?
LEIPZtG~ Two ROVUHN TARGeTS IM
GLao To BE RID oF. TuE WAR
1S IN tT'S FINAL S7AGE Now-.
ONE OR Two WORE VMONTHS i,
FlNGSH T P,

BEAUTIFOL WEATHER ¥ToR Boms.
A\NG “ToDAY. (MoT. A ClLovD IN THe
SKY . .

WE€ C(CRoSSED THE RMWINE AT
FRANKFORT - DownN THE BLUE
PANUBE "~ 7Took OuR INTERVAL ,
A OROPPED wiTH ENCERLENT
RESVLTS. WE TURNED oFF 7We
TARUET Gl CAg BACK oN
THE Sou7TH SIDE OF THE DANGE,

THE $K? AHEAD wAs Fired |
wiTH Braex sP&EKsS, wWWICH joouep .

L
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LIKE HUNDREDS oF F(uMTERS, AS

W€ GoT CLOSER ,To oLR RELIEE,

(T ToRNED 00T To RBE B-24 LI8s..
THE FI/IRST el LAST 778 & T
cvER SAw THe ETh o g 7HE
(ST R Feorees /N 7HE AM
THGETHER s THE SAncE TAREET |
Ared. TS LeosT H40E BEE~n |
5 s e CHN.

O THE LAy Baer w &
Flecu OUER A UERT ACIiv& PART
oc TFE FRon7?7 (o Couvlip Se¢
TAne S PARKED ouTIIOE oF A
Zow , PoundinG AwAY wiTH (TS
Gows., P-51'S Gl P-u7’s
were HAviNe A B¢ Tiaee
SkhooTINGe CP TRAKNS, wHew
THeY T TES ENCGnE, (7
oAb D SAPov7T 07 STEAMm LIKE

A GARDEN SPRINKLER. THE
otl. CARS Go ~ PoOOFF! - avg
A B4 BLACK (YSHERS OF SMoKE
Gusl OlL Blow OUT 0F THE
—0P TFiLLeR ¢AP.

Mo € ton'
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/7754761(/024_ /V{‘. 3/ -
RoSENHEIM Ger.
| /8 APRIL 1945

i AQ (S Now A FIRST PILoT wieTH
A CREW OF HIS owN. SoPINSKI HAg
| COMPLETED 34 WANSSIONS ol (s
' SWEATING oo THE REMRT FRom
THE FLUHT oFFICER BOARD BeFor ¢
? HE TA¢ES KW(S LAST ONE I HoPe
HE (€7S WS Copmssion.

L LED THE MGH ELEMENT of
THE  MNGH SOUADRON ToDAY MAE

FLEw ol pa? RUGUT winl cud
SANDINI oI Y \EET

THE TowN OF RoSENHE(M (<
LoCATED S.€. oF MoNiCH a2
30 WIL€S N.W. oF HITLER'S
HANGC ovT, BeRCHESGUADEN.

WE FLCw oouveER THE ALPs
o THE FIRST Time ~al GorT
A BECT e WELCown €

WE WERE WVWuz2 inG Akong

7%




BNER THESE LGLy TARGCEeD PecKs -
whHen Shkrare GCRAY PerFs APPeAaRSD
AL AROOND US. THS (wAs ouR
OLD FRi€wp, FLAK, BuT (nv A Min-
Itores  FoRwm, ABovT 74 Hrmr. - THe
SHrALLSST & SEEN. wE'rze
ACCLSTonc€o To ,og Gl /5 S I
STorls 7HAT bloolcs £ 1K€ A MHousE
Bormint GNenw 7oe ¥ Srecak.
THE MoonTiAdns were Zooo
F7 /e -~ el o & WERE onLé
/€000 F7.. wuie S Cooskn Vo TP
HeT oS @iz Sirm¢ SHa7s
W& ProR€d 7rEE Coac aw
el OID THs ore VN Ger T
Hecr 0074 Heme '; NoOo ongE
wAs H(T BAD- T 6Go7 A Fecw
Holes. T GuéESs IT'm wHAT ¢S
Know AS A FrAak wmAGNeT.
U.& M7 TS Alw eR Mouse
AT RoscwHerm S@uARS (N THE
MUDDLE « sl seasker A Ccw
U THE WARSHARL (nG FARD ToR

Goop MEASurE,
TJus T Tou 0\&0{2—6‘0\4(39(00[?.’
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//‘ZifddLm No. 32
FALKENBURG, GER.
/9 APRIL 194 5

J[J—f#f lime

45

JE WERE ALL LINED OP THIS
MoRNING onNn THE RUNWAY WALT-
WG FoR THE "GREEN- WREEN "
FTRowa THE TowER, WHEN THE
LEFT T(RE or 7M€ DEPLTY LeAD
BLEw opoOT. WE GoT A 1§ MmN
DELAY,

wHhLE we wWERE warTIng,
WE HEARD AN €XPLOSION o SAw
TH€ SKY LLGHT uP outr AT
PoDD (NG ToN. EUERY ONE KNEW WHAT
(T wAS, w& HAD WEARD THESE
€XPhosioNS BEFIRE. Seme 7T/MES
Yoo DON'T wmAKE T ON 7AKE
OCE. A FLAT 7I1RE WHEN [y RE
HALEWAT . hwnN TUE RUNWAY  oR
WAYBE Yoo LosE AN ENGINE  oR
CE€T CAoGwT N BAD PRsP wWASH.
ARTEZ “Your wWIFE oR moTHER

|
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Recelves A dlz.t-'(:ne'r To (MFORM Tow...
TELEGRAM .

Yoo ReALIzE You'RE€ PLAYING FoR
Keers. Youmy BoTs Have THAT
OrD rooK [N THER €7€S oF Hav-
NG LIOEP A L(FE€ Trosxé /¥ A Few
WEEKS . EUERY DAY Yoo obDen 7THE
THROTTCE (oo 'RS fATING Yoo rr
JIEE ek P OTHER'S ON THES MNE,
MoPinG To Come BACK c«nuvef (T
/0 MouRS LATER. . SomE Wi,
Soa € Dow*7 .

THCS wAS THES KLAST BomBiag
e 306 T BomB CGRocP Ficw v
THE E.7o.

OvR SPLADRON N ADE I,
360" 5 OvER 7HE 7ARGCeT, CACH
T € (T WwAS 7H@Revw e FFAAK.
WE wERE FrLLeD w(TH HOLES
BoT WE TCNALLY DRoPPED ek
dame HowmE ALoNE, THE OTHER
Twe SQuAoRens DRoPPED TiHe FIRST
Time OVER. OUR SQUADRCN
NAN(GAToR wASn'T Too SHARP ToDAY,

THIS wAS His F(RST LEAD.
TFRATIE FIMISHED WS TouR ~To DAY,

7z
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/77054&::% No. 33 |

O WNHIRK,F;QANLE@'H\Q HAGE @eTRECN’i, HelLlano. |

29 APRIL |94 &

‘[c'r?ét Lme
4 A 30

HE 3694 SQUADReN (S (Now oPER-
ATING AS A s€EPERATE UNIT FRom
THE ReST oF THE GRoOLP. wE
HAGE BEEN ASSIUNED THE Job
0 CARRYING SopPLieS To TUe
CoNQPeNTRATrON CRWPS 7TAKEy FRom
THE NAZ2I1S awdd DRoPPINYG PROPA-
CANDA ol SURRENDER (EAFLETS

oN THE ReTReEATING QerMAN
ARMY.

WeE Go (N AtoNg, cad NO
el TER &CorT ONLESS ITS OWER |
Tde CNEmMmF LiwES. No CREDIT
1S GLOEN AS A ComBAT Mmission,
BN CESS 1T (S OLER ENEMY LiwmEs,

O0R C.o,, CoL GPHAM , ASXED
To Go oN THE RovUHEST oNE.

E Flew Qo-RiLoT w=r Niwm.
WE Took. “"Ruw No. 6. DyNKIRK,

j
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THE MAGE ceedd UTRECHT, HoRLAND.
L7T. KESTER wAS oeR INAUIGAT7OR.

w€ wWErRE CEURRYInNG ¥ "Boma:\”
LoADED (7 CECAF LETS., THEYT
HAD A4 BArs merrce FoSe Ow
THEwr THGT Cwovkd SAPLODE
THE ConvHrwneR AT Rooo F7
SCRA7T7ERNAG PAPERS OLER A
wt DE AreAn.

WE€ PENMDED T MAKE VR
Roi oM QuNKIRK FRova THE wesT,
AT 28000 F7, 7ToRN LEFT awd
Go UP 7HE FResmOH4 C(oAST 7>

OuR O7THER Two THRGETS.

€U ERYTHING wwenT AS Sedsoliep,
ONLY Tluo BeRS7 9F F<AK oUER

PUNKIRK — el NloMe 0o ER. TAR-
GETSs 2 e 5,
ON THE wAYy BAGK - A P37

CAatE OUER o Fr€ww Foll-
MATOoN Wl TH 0OS.

FT. YmeToH, TRow ARK., WENT
To BREMEN ~TaDAT~ (& OGar

ShoT P PRETT¥ BAp. (T'S

A R&YT WNo7 To Frir RRMATON
fFarR ¥ HosRrS.
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UN oFFICIAL MyssrolN

HANNOVER , GER.
J 3 MAY /945
. J ghl lim<
7. 00

FRosT BIT7E€N_ RoGER! T'm A FiRsr
FLECTENANT AS oF APRIL 29TV

SO wiTH MY NEW SHiney
SILUER BPAR w-dd A KoAD OF
TEE LATEs7 P For NBILAND.
we€ teAd FoR HANNOLER GsRwmANY

WE CLimBED OP THRouGH Qobo
ECE7T OF CLovbds ek tCe Behore
weg FoonD TFuenNSHINE. AFTER
WE CROSSED 7HE RHIME (T
CLeAared) OP A Li1TLe . WE
FounDp A Her € (N THe Clouds
cdd w€NT Dowsr¥y To K000 FT

ALTHOUWGH W& wERE IN
ALLeed TERRITORY, P-5/'S kerT
A RLoi € &SCORT LMTIL W€
WENT Oow/ N To EFErnd O
TARGET. 0R WHAT WAS LEFT oF

go



1T
OuR RAPERS SET7TLEL OvER THE

Town LIKE SWow FLAKES. P&oPCE
RAN ouT,; PICKING TrHF&m oF P
ReAOInt THE TRCTH, S2uc€TAnG
THES T KAO0 ~Ne7 (Tewn FoR S JEARS
VK DETR Hi7eer .

TEES CcTF oF HANNe«€R (S A
oRrRIBLE (wRECk~ TSI T FRAp s
2= oo BUlbPNGs STANDravg, 7THE
BRICK °PK&€S Are [RE€ovecd Za D7

W€ FoonD T7THE SCPER (¥egi-

WA Burwr BY HeTccr To TRANsPRT
s ARRosSS A oweg

Pow ERFUL EumbPiRrE. w€ FLEw Oww
THES Avzoa-3An THAT C(€Aps 70
Tde RHing ok TERovGH THE
KHeR UARLEY W€ weERE ABouT

100 FT ABove TH#€ GRsvwnp,
WAVED wHITE Raud-

WAR SUuPPLIGS

SO §RY oinE
OR RAN ToA CVER, THEF 44D
LEARNEP TO Fear THe€ B¢ Grrpos,

Ake THE Bripces Alon( THE
H((HwAT HAp Beew Des7Reren,
Ciraee BT THe ReTEATTN; MA2iS

81



IR BY OuR ownN ADVANEIN( Forces,
OVR Tov BACK (NCLUOED THg
CLTIES OF MmiINDEN, B1ELFteLD, DonT.

MunND, ESSEN, DULSSELDORF , Co LOQNG‘

AACHEN | TULUH | LIl awd BRuSSes

ALL €XeeP7 THE LATZER wene
Mmeane SSHeExss

OF TownNS. Blo(ners
CRATH GorAL

ST rr2 S7TAnDs , ALTH O

Are winpbsws Are PRuEN cad .
SHerLs HAOE Torn MNoLes N Hewe
wAkLs,

LT wAs A THRILL PBEYond
DESCRIPTION AS w€ Bu=22€D Dowy |
WaPPY UAre¥. TEE/NL AT cros€
RANG € O0vR o0lD 7AR GE7S, coll
TEE FrAK Gens 7HAT 7rieon
To DPerFexo 7. TEHE VAiley
S OUERED w(TH Preees or

B177%, B~2¢3 P-5/3 C-47*~ JIKE
Bores SHiainGg o A DESERT
CRin Reminp ERs 0oF THe PRug
THAT «wAas PAID, Hrps a ¥l
CAregn7T C(REws THAT onxee
THen ODeREO ACRoss 7HE Blue,
Now Gloornped ToReveR,

82




STcassine No. 34
DUNKIRK  FRANCE
6 MAY 1945
: Jlight Ume
r 3,05

ey
e

SDP!NSKI FLEW H(S LAST musscon
T20AY- A SWwELL ONE To FrnisHon.

{ MWON'T Go tnN LIXKE€ T OiD
WITH THE COLONEL FAST Trtm€ w€
wERE MNERE, Tars 7ime, AFTER
WE CAuE /¢ RAXKGs oF OLIKRKS
GoNs, J NECER HErD TrE Hme
CIVRS € FoR ou€&R IS S€ConDds, 7TH"S

WAT THEF CAnv7T Arew g7 Fouénd
(& $ou GET HMer, 7S BrAec,-

ben? TEE ReAsen Z....

(7 7AKES IS S&€cowos To GET
RANe E caeld FR SPc €D . CCadTHE
SLHEChL THRACELS APPROXIMETELY
tooo F7 PER. $SECoMD, WE w ERE
FAYIG AT 27000 ET~.. 50 (T
Takes A To7AL OF F2 SECONDS
FRoma THE Tram&E THE)I SPo7
Yo WTrhe THE FHEL ShPropes
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AT YovR (evel. THIS Kino
JE &Evastv e AQTro N 1S (M PESS~
(BLE oN THE BowmB Roiv wi(iTH
A TORWMAT(on ©OF 3& siHrPs_ a~d
A GRouP 0F SH(PS 7Hrs sSize
IS A meefl PIGCER TARGET.
AETER JeoPert D pROPPED ths

LoAD, W€ TUGCRMED OFE To 7HE
LEFT cCewwk HEADED HOWE _ AT
96 PN, MY THORTES7T iMissruny
So ¥FAQR.

TOS7 ONE Wor€e Za Go.

BERLIN sl HAMBULUR| FeLg

“ToDAY.

SGT. HUNTER FINISHED HIS

TooR ALSo -TrobA¥

12
=W S

1¢ ocsocx R 20'ClLock-
BIGH, LEVEL.

9

8:30
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/irsion No. 35
DUNKIRK | FRANCE .
7 MAY 945
Jlght Ci< |

2:45 \

[SEC “AS mY¥ NAWGATOR To-
DAY- ek weE wASTER N ‘
Tie&. ST7TRAGHT 7o DovER
m—%(’ﬂoss 7ree CAAIvaee. CLimB-
ING A7 135 . PN ARSPEED .

W E 2r2°24G€D OvR WAy (NTe
DONKIRK , co e «wAS C.AN. U
EoR THE (IRS7T Trom & To0OAFR
AT Ay ALTTLvpE oF A4 %o0.
AFETER wE ORo PPED, L Rorc€o
QUER el Oro€d Dl , LoSing |
L o000 F7 FeR #Mminwe ™ < - -

W €& “TookK oeR (OVRSE ~To
BAsS . I €szo A SLocw LET
Do by Gmedl 205 i PH  Ape THE
wAY., CAP7T Haaz , PUR OPERations
OFFICER , LT KCARNES el T
F(NSHEDL ©OUR TouR TolAfF
Tlars A Brorie®l ...

&5
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=% TRIBUTE #x

Edrtoria / 10 The [pnacn 05//9 f;[/:rfs“) " Zé ﬁ/%?? /94

!HEQE‘ (S SPECIAL AFRFECT/ION IN
BRITISH HEARTS FoR THE ForRTRESSES
Ak |- (BERATORS oF THE VLS. E€IGHTH
AIR PRCe,

THEIR (REWS cedl (RoLND STAEES
WAV E BEEN OVER WERE LonNUER THAN ANY
ofF THE V.S, FoRCES. THeT ARRINGD
IN THE miopLe of (942 AnND ABSOoRBED
IN “THEIR UROWING STRENGTH THE GALL-
ANT "€AULE SQUADRONS' 7HAT WAD SHARED
1IN THE €auT (N THE DARKgST Wooes
ALONGSIDE THE R A F

THeiR TFIRST INDELENDENT BomBinG
missson wAS on  ALGUST 1T, (942,

ok THeT OPsRATED FRoM TH(S (conrRy
RIGKT To THe ewd

THEY were PRoTAGONISTS OF DAY
Bone BING . THEY weRE TRAINED Gudk
CLABORATELY ERuiPpeD FoR TH(S BRANCH
oF AR wWAR AT A TImE wHEN (T wAS

AL READY REYETED BY Zés o7HER Bel(-
(CERENTS .
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DD You (KNows THAT even tn (942
THE WHNok& Fu7eRE g DAY BomBing
WS BACK (NN THE M ELTING -POT, FoR
A MMM ENT, Gl 7HE CIeHTH AIR
FoRCE MLUNT HAUE LEFT TW/s Guvrry
AGQAIN WI(THooT PoT7TING (TS THEORIES
To THE 7eas7? ’

TRE (on7RO YERSY FASTED UNTIL Tifg
CASABLANCA (onEERENCE NV 943, 7HERE,
THE (S50€ O0F A7 VERSUS (VGHT Bomg.
(NG, WwAS TFTINALLY THRASHED ov7 8§
THE AR CHCEFS OF E€ACH SCHool oF
TEe“GHT riv 7WE PRESENCE oF /%GJ'IDGIVT
oo63EXELT Akl VMR, CHOURCHILL .

ANy Tde ErwryAer Force (uekej
Abeow P 7o Go AHEAD (T W THE
WAQHTY Gawcl BRIKLIANT CoNCEPTion OF
AR WAR WAPPED ouT FOR THEM.

ALL THE (woRLD Kiows Mow Thep
WENT AHCAD aw How THE/R CAMPAIGN
PEVELOPED el CXTENDED 0VER AL
UERMANTT

It was THOROUGH , LT wWAS SwliFT i
sl REMORSELESSLY EFFIC(EN7, T
WAS CARRIED ouT UMFMNCHINGLE, EVEN

8/



WHEN LoSSES WERE HO OR MoORF
BoWMBERS EACH wi(TH A CREW oF (0o, oN
A SINGLE TNRAID.

THE Mmen oF e Erox 7w Atr Force
BELIEVED (N THKEIR urrssror, ciwdd THE
UTTER BREAKDOWN OF 7HK&E AoGe Geloman
WAR MACINE, WHEN THE 7€S7 CAme,
HAS PRONED How RLaUT THEY weReE.

TUE TRIBUTS cowdl GCRATITLDE oF
The TREE (wORLD Go€S wwiTH 74 YauANT
BIGHTH ceald 7F6€/R BRILLIANT Catan-
MANDER , GENERAL DOOLITTLE , AS THeV
CRoSS 7THE occans AGAIN ToR Agey
MISSionNS  AGAINST JAPAN, THE rAST
ENE MY

FARE wehlk 7o 7HeEm cenl Goo -
[52€€0 /1 THeR NEw TAsks,

7 A A WAA
oo WHEN THE To74Ls ARE DRAWN, IT ikt

ISE FuunO THAT THE ComBINED Aosses of
AracRICAN arsf BRITISH AIRMEN FRoMm
§, = 1939, WHEN THE AR BATTLE Yo E
Des TRoY  ueRMANY BELAN, To V- DAY; FAR
eEXxceeb THE ToLe 9F PEAD IN THe (om-
Bingd RMERICAN L BRYTISH LAND FoRCES
FROM  THe \NvAs)on o INORMANDY o ;
E Tus en0 oF THe WAR (N Evrope”

;e = g R T AHezders ﬂliesf. AU:JWS’

SR WM
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AIMING PoINT: EXACT SPoT 7WE Bonr BARDIER
TRES To N7

ABoRT : LEAVE THE Bom BER FoRMATIoN,
BEFORE REAIMING THE 7AR(e7, cemk RE-
TornNG To BASE.

ALTIMETER: FRGHT INSTROMENT FOR
TERLING TouvR HEGHT AdBoug 7THEC
GRoo D,

ASTRODOME: PLEXI (LASS wiNDOW i THE
ToP oF THE Nos€ OF A 8-~17,

BANDITS @ ENEMY FUGHTERS.

BiG B BERLIN  GERMANY.

BiG FRIENDS: (HeAVY BomBeRSs

BoMBER STREAM: GRowPs oF BomBERS

MNED uP BEH WD EACR oTHER.

B4 QAas BiRDS: HEANY BowBERS

B¢ (RON BIRDS: “ “

BITCHING:  GQRIPPING.

BoGIE: UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT.
BrisFING:  ouT kNG THE BATTLE
OROER , U\WING DETAILS 6F THE

TARGET To THE C(REwWS.

B7c.: BAS/IC TRAINIKG (SNHTER

C.A. V.U e&IlinG AND \WSIBIUTY UN-
M (TED. GooD WEATHER,

—




CE/ILING: HEICKHT7 o0F Cloups
CHAFF: THiv ME7AL S7RPS 0SED
7o CoNFusSE€ 7HE RADIR.
EQuIP seNnT O0F FLAK (ens,

CHUTE: PARACHT €,

C.0.: COMMANDING OFErcER,

C.&.: CHARGCe of Q®uARTERS .

C-1 . AvTomarzee Piro7

DE-/C/NG Boo7S: RuBBER T7cBES
THAT Cou R TrHE LEADINL €DGES
OF WINGS cedl 7AW THAT EXPIND
Gl RETRART, BREAkInG TIE (CE
P THRows G (T OFRF THE Surfas,

DEPUTY LEAD: SECOMO-in- CoMimAND o
A BoniBER FonrMATion,

DiVisron: Tewo o Heo RE BLore BER
WINGS.

FLIAK: ANTI-AIRCRAFET TFI(RE.

FEATHER © $To PPing AN CGcacs BF
TORN(NG THE PRoDeitAR Blapes’

LEADING €0GE DIRESTLY (NTo THE Winp)|
FLAK BATTERY: GRovP o0f FLAK GuNS

FLA. HAPPY: BATTILE FATiQuE. |
FLAK HELMET . HELMET womN BY Atg- |

Crews . 5€e PAGE §/. maDE of STéEL. E




FLAK SUIT! CONSISTS oF A CHEST &l
Back PAD mADe ofF 1l incw SQuare
STEEL PLATES S€EwN ToGeTHER.

FLAP Jock€Y: <Co- PiLoT.

Fiub-pDuR: PRACTICE FoRMATION FLIGWHT.

FRAGS . FrRAUMENTATION BowmBs.

GooDd SHow' @ LiMLE E€XPRESSIoN MEANING
Y ekt OBNE .

G- EQUIPMENT : ((NTRUM ENT NANtGATON

cERULPM ENMT, )

GOcEN-GREEN | FLARE MEANING TAKE
oEF"“ oR CLEAR To LAND’

Gaasne - PouNDER: NoN- FLYING ARwmY
PERS orvNEL .

HiGh R.P.0i. 0 PRoPS RITCHED So As 70
TAKE A SWMALL BITE" o€ AIR, THERE:
PoRE ALLow ING THe ENGInE 70
TORN OQUER LTS MmAYIMow € \¥OLUTIONS.

HAPPY NALLET | THE RHMuR VALLEY. So
CALLeD POR (T35 ABIUTY 7o THRow
uP FrRAK,

HiT THE SACK:. Go 7o BED

HEAD WP 1 MNOT THINKING: STuPID-

Heap ouT . Quick REACTron; oN THE BALL.

I.P.0 (NiTrAL PoiNT, TURNING PsiNT
ONTO THE BomB Ru.



INCENDIARY Bowmt: FIRE Bowm®B.
INTERPHONE. CommuNICATION STSTEM |
wigdtry TH € BowmBgRa. '
TJERRIE: CGERwmANS ; MNAZIS
JET: NA2) JET PRoPELLED AIRCRAFRT.
KENoR-TwisTgR: Bowi BARDIER
Limie ¢! ENGQLISHM AN .
L koADIRY LisTE (ST O0F (REWS wHo ARFE
To Frer 7€ DOAYS (irisSron. !
RITTLE FRIENDS . ouR FIGQUTER €SCORT, !
MicteY: INSTRUMENT Fowm BING EQUIPT,
MARSHALLING YARDS: FREIGHT YARDS, RAILROAD.
Mk Run: EASY misSion,
Nickies: PRoPAGANDA | €AFLETS. |
ON INSTRUMEZNTS: BLIND FLYING. !
onN TUE BALL. SHARP, w(DE AwAKE. |
PenciL PusHER: NANI GATo R, |
PEEL - 0oFF! LEANING FORMAT(ON (N A
| QoG Turn,
. PERIMETER TRA(K: WARD SvRFEACE
TRXK ARooND FIELD o$SED FOR TAX:NG.
| PooP. HeT7T (NFo@MATION.
‘ PosT-HoLE: Bom B ARFIELD (X General,
PRIMARY * FIRST oR mAIN TARGET.
PURPLE NEART CORNER: See Paue {1




RED-RED: Mmissson SCRu BBED .

RAF: RoraL AIR ¥FeRCE.

R.T.D.: RePracement TRAminG Onvr.

MK, BED; BunNK .

SAaLvb:  DRePAING ALL Bow 8BS AT on(€.

SCARE CRow; EXTRA LARGE ELAK BuEs7y
wHCH Looks LIKE A sHip &xPLODED.

SCRu B: warsSi1omN tS (oNCERLED.

Seu 7: THCK OoUERCAST .

SPLIT. S © RokrLIMG A SHIP dYER on
(T'6 BACK @« DINING DOw N, ReCover-
NG L\KE THE LAST HALF oF A Lob?.

Ten- 7en7Hs: Soirn OVERCAST oF Chouos

ANY ENEMY
TARGET 0N 0PPORTUNITY |MILTARY (NSTALLAT/OND |
THRoT7L €& Tocker: Pilo7.
ToulR: STE pmwrsscorvs (v Coar BAT,

VINDERCAST ! S 6410 LATYsR oFf (Loups

GBElo .
WING., Two oR WwoRE BowrBem
GlRev &5,

ZERO- ZERO: CECIEING el \(CScHIicTF
S LESS TRy Ko F7. BAD
WCATHER. .
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No. il
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

3 For exfraon//‘m"ry achrevement whi/e
Serving s Pitot of & B8-17 arrplane eh &
bombing niission over Cermany, 10 Aprit 1948."

No. 2.
AIR MEDAL
 with. FINE OAKLEAE CLUSTERS

For reritorsovs mchrevement while participat-

ing 1n sustained bomber combat oper atrons
over Germany and German occupied countries.”

No. 3
PuRPLE HearT

U‘Foﬂ wound received in dction oh & bomb-
Srdment mission over Germany, 10 Apil 19457
No. 4
EuropeAn THEATRE OF OPERATIONS
wedd. THREE BATTLE STARS

Ne 5
PRESIDENTUAL CITATION
/ 306 BOMB GROUP
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Licutenant Colanel Raliext E. Waods,
setived from the (in Force on April 1, €965.

Ghe following ane the Ribbons he is authorized te wean identified in -
: onder fuom left to night and tep to bottom. N

Distinguished Flying Cross with 2 Rianze Oak Leaf Clusters
Funple Feant
Ain Medal with 9 Oak Leaf Clusters
Uin Force FPresidential Unit Citation
i Fouce Outstanding Unit Quearnd
enerican Campaign Medal
Wenkd Wan T Victory Medal
Naticnal Defense Sexvice Medal
Henean Sexvice Medat
(Iumed Fences Expeditionary Medal
Uix Force Longevity Sexvice Qwarnd with 4 Brenze Cakt Leaf Clusters
(umed Fonce Resewve Medal with 1 Bronze Feunglass
Horean Puesidential Unit Citation
United Natians Sexvice Medatl

Herean War Sexvice Medal
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Robert E. Woods

Taken while in Flight Training

Taken during WWII while flying combat.

Robert E. Woods, Lt. Col., USAF, Retired

WWII: Command Pilot—B-17

DFC

Vietnam: Aircraft Commander — C-124

Supply Missions into Danang
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Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 1947

Camp Stoneman, England May 5, 1950



Steady Hedy coming from 75th Mission.
(One of planes flown by R.E. Woods during WWIl)
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{One of planes flown by R.E. Woods during WWII)




. v RESTRIOTED

EADQUARTHRS 157 AIR DIVISION
0fflice of the Commending Gener=l

APO 557
18 May 1945
GENERAL ORDERS )
: EXTRACT
FUMBER B 0 TR =3
SECTICN
AWLEDS OF DIST INGUISHED PLYING OROBS-— - - —— o e ‘__:—I__
AWARDS OF OAK LEAF CLUSCER 10 DISTINGUISHED FLYING OROSS-==--m=- 1

I+ Under the provisions of Army Regulatlons §00-45, 22 Sept-
ember 1943, as smended and pursuent to autherity contalned In letter,
Hq Eighth Liir Force, File 200.6, 23 September 1944, subject, "awards
#nd Decorutblons”, the DISTINGUISHED FLYIFG CROSS is awarded to the
following-named Officers &nd Enlisted han.

ROBERT E. WouDS, 0-2059680, Flrst Lieutenant, Alr Corps, United
state® Lrmy, Hor extraordinary achievement while serving as Pllot
of a B-17 airplene on & bombling misaion over Germany, 10 Aoril 1945,
Enroute Lo the target exceptlonelly mgeurste antiaireraft fire in-
flicted severe dsmage upon the aircraft which Llieutensnt Woods was
piloting. The plexiglass nese was shattered, the oxygen asystem w=s
demuged, the Fumber (ne and Number Three engines were rendered in-
operative and the Number Two engine caught fire intermittently.
Déspite these diffienlties and the faet that Lieutensnt Woods sua-
talned a h»nd wound, he capably completed the return fiight to bose
where a safe landing was accomplished. The courage, soolness and
tenaelty of purpose displayed by this officer on this occaslon re-
flect the highest credit upon himself and the armed Forees of the
United States. Entered military service from Tennessee.

BY CMMAND OF MuJOR GENERAL TURNER:

BARTLETT BEAMAN
Brigadler Gener=l, U. S. Army,
Chief of Starf,
OFFICIAL:

ROBERTS P. JCHNSON, JR.,
Lieut, Colonel, A.G.D.,
Ad jutant General.

DISERIBUTION: "H" SIS .
4 DRUE coPy (K sboit C. Weeel
ROBERT E. WOUDS
lst It,. Air Corps
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115th Mission —
Fort Returns
On One Engine

306th BOMB GROUP — The Fortress
How Soon returmned from its 115th mission
on one engine, 10 April 1945,

Approximately ten minutes from the
target — an airfield in the Oranionburg
area of Germany ~~ the bomber ran into
heavy tracking anti-aiecraft fire. Close
concussions of flak bursts bounced the
Fort, striking No. 3 and 4 engines.

The pilot, 2/LL Robert E. Woods, was
hit in the sight hand. The co-pliot, 1/Lt
John 8. McDonald, was knocked out by
a8 chunk of metal which tore through his
helmet,

“When | came (o, the cocipit was full
of smoke, powdered glass and dehris,”
McDonald related. “Three engines were
out”

The battered Fort unloaded its bombs
and went into a dive, plunging 10,000 feet
before pulling out. Crewmen were alerted
for the ball-out order.

Eight Mustangs suddenly appeared,
four staying with the crippled bomber and
four hitting the deck, silencing enemy fiak
batteries.

All equipment was jettisoned. The ball
turrent jammed. However, S/Sgt. Clar-
ence W. Hunter, tail gunner and Sgl
Edward J. Maliszewski. radio operstor,
each grabbed one of the two tail guns
and kopt beating on the ball turret unti!
it dropped.

"We staggered all over the sky — but
made it back to base somehow,” the co-
pllot said. Dospite one more obstacle —
a fiat ire — the pilot landed the Fort
smoothly.
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17 Jamusry 1953

T. AWARD CF DISTI®GUISHED FTLYTING CRGSS
IT,  AWARD OF ATE MEDAL

T, AWARD OF DISTTMCUISHED FLYING CROSE - By directior of the Fresidert
under the provisions of AFE 30-1/ and Section VT 1T, Genarsl Orders Number 673,
Department of the Air Yorece, 19 September 1950, uhe Distinguished Flvine Cross
is awsrded to the Tollewirg mrrmed officers for extraordirary achivement while
participating in aseri-1 flight orn the dstes indicated:

* * *
{(7TEST CAK TEAY CLUSTER)

Captain Pobert T, Woods, AC2N5GA80, United States Air Force
2 Yovember 1041

% %

BY CAMAND OF LIEUTENAYM" GENERAL RLFCUS:

(FFICTAL: £ H, UNDERHILL
Bridedier Gerral, USAF
Vice Connardire Gereral

It Cel URAF
Asst idi Gen

CERAFIED THUE EX'N%CT COPY-
{f? : ( 7
aF, NC;-eA”{;
?d L‘L, USAF
Adiutant,



By direction of the President, Captain ROBERT E. WOODS, AC 2059680, USAF
has been awarded the First Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying
Cross,
C-TI-T-A-T-1-0-N

On 3 November 1951 CAPTATN ROFERT E, WOODS, while flying as the air-
craft commander of a rescue SA-16 Amphibian aircraft and while assigned to
Flight "C" of the Third Air Rescue Squadron displayed conspicious gallantry
in action at the risk of his own life while successfully accomplishing the
rescue of a downed United Nations fighter pilot., The resuce was made at a
point more than 150 miles behind enemy lines. Answering the csll of the
distressed pilot Captain Woods flew his airplane to a point on & river
bank e few miles inland in the hope that he could land his amphibian on the
water and pick-up the downed pilot who had been spotted standing on the bank
of the river., However, his rescue attempt was thwarted when enemy troops
captured the downed pilot and scored seversl direct hits with small arms
fire on the low circling rescue aircraft, At this moment another United
Netions fighter pilot bailed out of his aircraft at a position nearby.
Captain Woods located him afloat in a dinghy and successfully landed the
S4-16, elthough the sea condition was very rough; and there had been no
chance to evaluate the extent of damage caused to the aircraft by enemy
gun fire, After pulling the uninjured pilot aboard the emphibian & suce-
essful take-off was accomplished. Under such sea conditions a take-off
could normally be made only with jet assist, but since the enemy gun fire
had damaged the JATO equipment, the takeoff was made with normal engine
power which greally increased the difficulty. After three attempts to get
off the water failed the fourth was successful, and Capt. Woods returned
the pilot to friendly control. The conspicious gallantry displayed by Capt
Woods volunlarily risking his life to save that of another person reflscts

great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.



Anne Marie Ashburn
November 2002
Respect

Pausing to think about what family members have had a large impact on me made
me realize how lucky I really am. I have had such supportive people in my family, with
so much to teach me. It is hard to pick only one person to write about, but after long
deliberation I have chosen my step-grandfather, Robert E. Woods.

GrandBob, as my sister, cousin and 1 like to call him, is relatively new to 6ur
family. He married my grandmother on my father's sidc in 1992, but he feels like he has
been there forever. He looks forward to every time we visit their home in Titusville,
Florida, and cries when we leave. He is very religious, loves to travel, and constantly
makes friends with everyone around him, always stopping to talk.

GrundBob has been though a lot in his life. Although he has a major stroke, he
has worked hard to recuperate and has gone through therapy to retrieve the ability to use
his left side of his body. My grandmother, showing her incredible patience and love, is
very supportive of him and takes him around in his wheelchair. More importantly,
however, he was a command pilot of a B-17 Bomber tor the United States Air Force
during World War II. GrandBob is always willing to tell my family experiences he had
during his 35 missions over Germany. When asked about them, his eyes light up and he
sets off in detail describing his missions. Through these experiences I can tell he still has
that charisma in him that he had when he was a 23 year old pilot. He kept a diary of his
missions complete with drawings, a copy of which I am now a proud owner of. His work

in the Fightin' Bitin', 369th squadron has made me respect him very much and has made



Anne Marie Ashburn
11/3/05

Bob Woods rolled out of his sack at 0200 hours that morning, pulled on his flying
suit, quickly ate his three hotcakes and headed over to his plane, a B-17 bomber named
How Soon?.

“We always wondered how soon we would get our missions done and come
home,” Woods said.

After he checked the emergency walk-around oxygen bottles, his ten-member
crew boarded the 75 foot Boeing Fortress and the 306™ bomb group was on their way to
Oranienburg, Germany for mission number 27, a run to bomb Berlin’s key factories and
train stations.

“Hitler said that nobody could do it [bomb Berlin] and so we did,” Woods said.

However routine the start, that day- April 10, 1945- was unlike his previous 26
missions he had flown for the U.S. Air Force. Four hours later at 2800 feet, Woods
received a scare that would change his life forever and earn him one of the most valued
metals for Veterans- a purple heart.

Woods, 23 years old, had been in the Air Force for two years already. However,
these years of experience didn’t help Bob for the emotions that he was about to
encounter.

Woods, the pilot of the plane, opened the throttles, and as the plane rose up
through the fog a cold chill came over him. Woods shook it off, and looked ahead of
him. Everything had been going fine. The crew started their usual checklist: “Tail ok,”
“waist ok,” “ball ok,” “radio ok...” until they had covered the entire plane. He couldn’t
locate where his uneasiness was coming from.

The plane broke through the clouds, the sun shone brightly around them. Woods
thought that the circling ships in the distance glistened like diamond dust floating in the
air-the first time he had ever thought of them that way. The clouds started clearing, and
finally completely disappeared.

Woods saw Brussels come into his line of vision over the wing tip- then the Rhine

river. He recalled that Cologne had been taken a couple weeks ago.

Page 1 of 3



“Jerrie had been forced back from his beloved Rhine and now his very existence
was at stake-he had gambled, and now he was losing the hard way,” Woods wrote in his
journal entry that night.

He was beyond Whittenburg, approaching the Elbe River when things started to
happen. The ‘Flying Fortress’ was still climbing higher into the sky when it jumped, and
a loud series of thumps rang throughout her insides. Bob called back to the gunners to
stop testing their guns. They called back up to the cockpit “Sir, we aren’t firing, it’s
flack, and close too!”

Woods felt another round hit his ship. Crew member Ifratie called to him- “Sir, 1
think I’'m hit.” Before he could reply, the Engineer called out “Look! The whole tail of

‘75

that ship just blew up!” Woods turned to look as a black figure went past his propeller- it
was another plane’s tail gunner still holding his guns.

Suddenly Woods saw the smoke, which began to fill the cabin. There was a loud
echoing noise, like two 45°s had just been fired in his ears. Bits of glass, metal and
insulation filled the air, mixed around by the broken line releasing oxygen. His right
hand glove was ripped to shreds, and his hand and arm were stinging like a dozen bees
had jumped it. Woods salvoed (released) all of the remaining bombs.

The plane was losing altitude quickly. Woods pulled back on the stick hard and
started a half-turn, back toward friendly lines. His sight blurred, and Woods knew that he
didn’t have any oxygen. Woods looked over at his co-pilot for help and saw a gaping
hole torn through Mac’s flack helmet. The chilling thought came to mind- “he must be
dead.”

The plane continued to lose altitude. Woods saw Sgt. Pomykal, the engineer,
pointing at the feathering buttons and holding up two fingers- the number two engine was
on fire. At that moment Mac came to life, and pushed the feathering button. The number
three engine had also broken, oil spilling out of it. Number one’s engine’s pressure was
all over the board, Bob saw, and he knew that it too had been hit.

Since Bob had hooked up the oxygen walk-around bottle that morning his vision
began to clear up. “Oxygen is a wonderful thing,” thought Woods.

Bob told his crew to be ready to abandon ship. Suddenly number one’s engine
steadied and they headed for home. With a declining altitude, Woods ordered his crew to
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throw off anything that wasn’t nailed down. Radio equipment, guns, ammunition, flack
suits were all thrown out. Fighter backup was requested, and an escort was sent. The
ship was holding steady now, so Woods made the decision to fly on into Brussels, then
into the channel, then to England, a three-hour trip.

He landed the plane safely with a left flat tire, three broken engines, six holes in
the cockpit, a shot oxygen system, loss of equipment, and 39 holes in the ship.

Woods later received a distinguished flying cross and a purple heart for his work
that day, and is now thankful for the safety he had on that fateful day.

“In the Air Corp they say that when you start flying your missions you are
allowed so much luck. When you use up this given amount of luck you don’t come
back,” Woods wrote. “[That day] I think Mac, I, and the rest of the crew used up our
account, and overdrew about a dozen four-leaf clovers worth of that luck.”

Today, Woods is “so thankful; to be alive,” and hopes that “we don’t have to have
another war.” Woods, as well as countless other WWII veterans, wants U.S. diplomats to

do a better job preventing war, so young men don’t fight old men’s wars.
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Hi, Virginia & Charles,

Thank you for asking for a copy of Bob’s Log Book. Each time I make one it reminds
me what a “special” guy I married.

I included in the back of the Book extra pictures, copies of citations and two short stories
that our Grand Daughter, Anne Marie, wrote about Bob. Ithought you might enjoy
reading what a young lady thought and wrote about him.

Please tell your beautifull daughter — thanks for keeping Bob and Charles’s memories for
us and I’ll try and make him available anytime she or anyone else may want to call him.

His health isn’t the best, but just like WWII he is a fighter.

Love to you both%






